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**This handbook has been written for parents by veteran parents and the
Troopers Administration. We’ve tried to address a wide range of
questions and concerns. If you have a question and can’t find the answer
here, please feel free to ask on the Troopers Parent Facebook page or
contact Corps Director, Mike Gough at director@troopersdrumcorps.org
or Jen Kowalski at 210-722-0008. There are no silly questions and no
question is insignificant. We were all newbies once!
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Dear TrooParent,
I can’t tell you how proud I am of your kids. For them to have worked this hard and
overcome so much in the face of adversity is astounding. The last few years have
delivered a major blow to every corner of the world. As a parent of teenagers myself, I
know first hand how difficult it has been. I don’t think any of us can truly imagine the
hardships that they have gone through during this period in our history.
However, we’ve made it through. Together! If life teaches us anything it is that with
every action, an equal and proportionate reaction will follow. For your children, that
moment is now.
Drum corps provides an incredible outlet for young people to grow and mature.
Parents for decades have described sending their children into the Troopers only to
have adults returned to them. For nearly 65 years, this has been our mission. To
provide a youth activity with positive educational experiences that promote the
growth and development of specific life skills consistent with the Trooper Tradition of
Excellence.
They are about to embark on one of the greatest adventures of their life. They are
going to meet the best friends they will ever have. They will see places they’ve only
read about. They will experience what most only dream of.
What a way to return to life and what an amazing inspiration they have already
become.
We are so honored to have you as a part of our family.

Sincerely,

Michael Gough
307-337-8010
Corps Director, Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps
director@troopersdrumcorps.org

3
PARENT MANUAL Version 2022-A

Revision date 01/19/2022

What is a drum corps?
Modern drum corps are comprised of 165 performers who range in age from about 14
to 21. Each corps is made up of brass musicians, percussionists and a colorguard. They
perform a 12-minute program on a standard football field. Programs are extravaganzas
of musical excellence, marching precision, color, drama, dance and emotion. All
members of the corps (except the front percussion ensemble) march in intricate
formations which are coordinated with the musical productions.
Brass musicians in The Troopers play on top-quality Adams Marching Brass trumpets,
mellophones, baritones, and tubas.
Percussion instruments include Pearl marching snare drums, tenor drums (often
referred to as "quads" or "quints"), bass drums in five sizes and stationary Adams
"front ensemble" instruments including various drums, cymbals, tympani, mallets
(marimba, vibraphone, xylophone and chimes) and electronic synthesizers.
The colorguard adds color and drama through the coordinated use of flags, rifles,
sabers and dance. The modern colorguard is as much a dance ensemble and
storyteller as it is a precision marching unit.

What are the benefits to the performers?
Drum corps is an activity which attempts to do much more than provide a
performance opportunity for students or entertainment for the audience. Through the
drum corps experience, students will learn useful life skills such as leadership,
goal-setting and teamwork, among others. The Troopers curriculum includes
opportunities for students to exercise their potential not only as musicians, but as
complete human beings

4
PARENT MANUAL Version 2022-A

Revision date 01/19/2022

Chapter 1: Who Are The Troopers?
Your child has accepted a contract to be a Trooper! Congratulations and welcome to the
Trooper Family! The Troopers mission is “to provide a youth activity with positive
educational experiences that promote the growth and development of specific life skills
consistent with the Trooper Tradition of Excellence.”
For over sixty years, the Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps has been at the cutting edge of
the marching arts. In the early years, our corps founder, Mr. Jim Jones charted a new
course for the destiny of Drum Corps. As originators of the touring model, the concept
of merchandising, curve-linear formations, and more, the Troopers also became the first
Drum Corps in history to win a National Championship with females in the playing line.
In a spark of genius, Mr. Jones proposed the Midwest Combine which quickly became
Drum Corps International.
 he seeds that have been planted by the long blue line over the years have nurtured
T
the activity into a high level performing and athletic art form. With that growth has
come major expenses and support needs. Whether you are able to volunteer your time,
make a major donation or even serve on the Board of Directors, you are the village that
will keep the dream moving forward. Join us as we continue this unique mission of
excellence and help inspire and raise the leaders of tomorrow.
The Troopers live with Honor, Loyalty, and Dedication. HLD
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Chapter 2: Being a Trooper Parent
Your child will learn many things besides improvement of their given talents. They will
learn to deal with responsibility, discipline, and organizational skills. They will learn how
to deal with disappointment and success. They will travel the country more in one
summer than most people do in a lifetime. They will learn how to do their own laundry,
manage their money, and clean up after themselves. They will also make friends that will
last a lifetime.
The best thing you can do for your child as they embark on this life experience is to
support their success, hard work, and dedication. Offer support, be proud of them, and
have faith that they will survive this as they learn new life skills. Know that they will return
to you in a short time, back to the safety of home and family, with a new family in tow. As
a Trooper, they will have another family that will support their success, hard work, and
dedication.
Drum corps is a very difficult sport. This world-level competition demands both physical
and mental focus. Physical and mental focus becomes critical as the corps marches fast
with precision on a large field with a few lines, hitting a spot and then moving again. It is
15 minutes of giving everything they have as they play an instrument or throw a flag with
great expertise.
A parent’s job is not to sweat the small stuff. There is so much that your child will
experience through the course of a Trooper season, trust that your child will learn to deal
with what comes their way. When they contact you with their pain, frustration, or
self-doubt, continue to be positive and encouraging. Remind them to take their
concerns to the Troopers member experience liaison, staff, and Trooper administration.
Remind them to lean on their Trooper family. It is time to let the bird out of the nest and
watch them fly. Be proud of your achievement as parents. This is your time to watch
them soar.
When you want to see, talk, or be with your Trooper as they pass close to you on tour,
remember this and ask yourself, “Will my actions distract them?” Their job is to stay
focused on the field until they are on break. If they are distracted and miss their spot,
they, and others, could be hurt. Imagine them being run over by a fast-moving bass
drummer or a swinging tuba … focus, focus, focus.
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Your Trooper is surrounded by people who are there to help them succeed. If you have
any concerns, check in with them. If you feel they are struggling (scared, home sick, or
just don't sound normal) use the contacts at the end of this handbook to communicate
these concerns. Don’t panic, communicate.
Boundaries:
As parents, we must respect boundaries. The tour buses are one of the living spaces our
Troopers enjoy. This is their private space. Parents are not to be on the buses. There is
also a staff bus that is off limits. When volunteering and traveling with the corps, there is
a van designated for volunteers. Each member bus will have chaperones onboard.
Another private space for our Troopers is the gym. Parents are not to be in the gym.
There will be designated living quarters for the Troopers, staff, and volunteers.
It is important that parents respect these boundaries.
Pictures, Video, and Audio Recordings:
Absolutely NO video or audio recordings of the Troopers music or shows are allowed.
This includes periscope, live streaming, and other new technology. Much of the music
played has copyright rules. Breaking these rules can have high dollar fines. These fines
can be charged to you, the Troopers, and DCI. Please honor these copyright rules.
Parents may take pictures of the Troopers but cannot interfere with rehearsals or
performances. Please STAY OFF THE FIELD!
Sharing appropriate pictures on the 2022 TrooParent Facebook page is encouraged. We
all have limited access to our Troopers throughout the summer and love to see pictures
of them!
As you find pictures of your Trooper posted on the 2022 TrooParent Facebook page, you
might consider saving a copy in a file folder. These pictures can be used later for
Inspiration Wall posters and mementos for your child.
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Chapter 3: Trooper Camps
Audition camps begin in November. At these audition camps, your son or daughter will learn from
some of the top instructors in the nation. The costs included are $175 for each individual camp.
This includes instruction, food, airport transportation, and lodging. Once contracted, your son or
daughter is expected to attend monthly camps through April.
The dates and locations of these camps will be posted on the Trooper web page and Facebook
page. There may also be 1-day auditions. The fees and location of these auditions will be posted
on the Trooper web page and Facebook page.
All Audition fees and Camp fees may be paid online via credit or debit card. Online payments can
be made at https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/pay-tuition.
Tuition and camp fees are nonrefundable.
Parents may volunteer at any of these camps. However, there is a process that all adults must
adhere to including background checks and mandatory online safety training.. You can register to
volunteer by using the Volunteer page on the Troopers website.
https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/volunteer Read Chapter 7: Volunteering, to learn the roles
and responsibilities of volunteers.

Regardless of which camp your son or daughter attends, they should bring the following:
●

Camp and registration fees

●
●
●
●

Sleeping bag, pillow and a twin size air mattress or pad
Comfortable clothing and quality athletic shoes
Toiletries and a towel
Personal equipment for rehearsal

During the audition process, Troopers staff will evaluate the abilities of the individual and how they
work as an ensemble. While auditioning at a camp, your son or daughter will get to know the
Troopers. They will learn about drum corps and about what it takes to be a part of the Troopers.
They will meet new people and will learn from some of the best instructors in the activity. Drum
corps is a life-changing experience that will provide a lifetime of memories.
Not just anyone can become a member of the Troopers. While musical and marching ability is
important, key requirements are commitment, desire, a positive attitude and financial
responsibility. If your son or daughter has what it takes to become a member of this corps, they
will join the Long Blue Line of thousands who have proudly worn the cross-sabers of “America’s
Corps.”
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Chapter 4: Tuition
Once a member has been offered a contract to participate in the season, the
members must complete the digital paperwork within 15 calendar days to the
Troopers Office along with a $400 non-refundable Participation Deposit, which will
be paid when submitting the online paperwork. The only exception to the 15 day
rule applies to Physicals and Birth Certificate copies as long as the Troopers Office is
notified of their expected receipt.
Members are expected to follow the Payment Schedule as outlined. NOTE: This
tuition schedule has been established based upon the tentative summer tour model
as currently outlined.

*In the event that circumstances (such as new, unexpected COVID protocols) cause a
substantive change or reduction in that tour model, the final tuition installment may
be adjusted and/or reduced accordingly.
Payment Schedule:
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Note: Tuition payments may be paid
www.troopersdrumcorps.org/pay-tuition.

on-line

at the Troopers’ website,

Note: If returning Members are not in good financial standing from previous years
they are not permitted to audition or participate in the Troopers or any other DCI
member corps for the current season. If a member is discovered to have debt at
another organization, the director of that organization has the right to file a complaint
through DCI and have the member removed from participation. Please be sure that
you are in good standing not only with the Troopers, but all other DCI member corps.
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Chapter 5:

Move Ins and Spring Training

Move Ins Registration will be available at www.TroopersDrumCorps.org and in
version 2 of this handbook once final details are put into place.

PACKING LIST FOR SPRING TRAINING AND TOUR
Please Note: There is very limited space available under the buses. Please use a soft shell
suitcase or rolling duffel bag rather than a hard shell type suitcase.

We recommend having your Trooper talk to a Trooper vet about this list to modify it
to what their section uses. Your Trooper is encouraged to write his or her name
clearly on all personal property, especially newly purchased Troopers gear; everyone
else's looks just like theirs! Your Trooper is expected to bring the following items:
General—Whole Corps
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Sunscreen-30 SPF minimum-No Spray
ChapStick -‐ 15 spf (DCT recommended)
Backpack (durable for the summer)
A trash bag for backpack on rainy days
Large bug spray
Laundry bag
Detergent Pods (5 laundry days)
Roll of quarters (laundry)
Sleeping bag/blanket
Pillow
Air Mattress (twin size)—NO COTS PERMITTED
Bus bins (shoe box size for overhead shelf on bus)
Extra dot book w/ string
Pencils
Sunglasses (Polarized)
Cell Phone Charger
1 Gallon Blue Coleman Water Jug

❏ COVID-19 Box of 50 disposable black masks (for example: CLICK HERE)
Toiletries - Whole Corps
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Shampoo (& conditioner if needed)
Soap (gel) 2-n- ‐1 is great for men
Deodorant
Comb/brush
Toothbrushes/toothpaste
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❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Nail clippers
Shaving supplies
Knee & joint braces if needed (plan ahead)
Prescriptions
Contacts/Glasses
2-‐3 Bath Towels

For Women
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Hair spray, hair gel, and hair nets (best match for your hair color)
100+ bobby pins (you will use and lose them all)
Alligator clips
20+ hair ties
Small mirror
Make up
Hair Dryer and other accessories

Uniform (Brass & Percussion)
❏ Troopers Compression Shirt
❏ 3-‐4 pairs of tall cotton black socks—NOT NYLON
❏ Compression/spandex shorts, both women & men (black/gray)
Brass Only
❏ Please consult the brass manual that was given to your child for specifics on required
brass materials needed for the summer.
Percussion Only
❏ A couple rolls of White stick tape, practice pad, multiple pairs of sticks, and earplugs.
❏ Please consult with your caption staff for any other requirements.
Clothes-Whole Corps
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Baseball hat-May need a couple
14-‐16 pairs of short, thick white socks
14-‐16 pairs of underwear
3-‐5 pairs section shorts
5-‐7 WHITE t shirts/tank tops & 5-‐7 other t shirts
Flip-‐flops (for shower and off-‐time)
1-‐2 pairs athletic shoes (will need to be replaced mid-‐tour)—ASICS
RECOMMENDED
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❏ Light jacket (rain/wind resistant)
❏ Sweatpants/something warm on the bus
❏ 2 sets of casual clothes (laundry and free days)
❏ Backpack for your “Emergency Overnight Bag” (Details will follow later)

Be sure to have your ATM Card & Insurance Card
The organization is NOT RESPONSIBLE for cell phones, iPads, chargers, personal
jewelry, wallets. Etc…
The Troopers are not responsible for items left in schools. The cleaning crew will pick
up unattended items and create a lost-and-found but will keep items only for a few
days. Lost-and-found items will be disposed of after a few days.
The Troopers are not responsible for any lost or stolen property including phones,
tablets, MP3 players, etc.
Communication:
Communication from your child during Spring Training may be very limited. Believe
that no news is good news! Spring Training is just as demanding on staff. If you have
any concerns or just want someone to check in on your child, use the contacts listed
in Chapter 10: Who to Call. Do not hesitate to call. You can also post a request on
the 2021 TrooParent Facebook page and a parent volunteer can also help.
Volunteers during Spring Training are welcome, however please be aware or inquire
about our COVID-19 restrictions for this season. All volunteers must be fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 to qualify. If you would like to volunteer, use the
volunteer
registration
form
on
the
Troopers
web
page
at
https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org Read Chapter 7: Volunteering to learn more
about being a Trooper volunteer.
Uniform Fitting:
During spring camps, measurements are taken of every Trooper. Final fittings are
done during Spring Training. As the members rehearse, many of them tone up and
lose weight. Uniforms need to be altered. The Troopers’ lead seamstress and other
volunteers work to alter uniforms throughout the summer.
Please know that the administration does everything possible to keep all Troopers
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looking good on the field. Your Trooper is responsible to report any issues with the
uniforms to the appropriate people.
The Uniform Manager for 2022 is Tina Boyd. For questions regarding uniforms and
fittings, you can email the uniform crew at uniforms@troopersdrumcorps.org
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Chapter 6:

On Tour

The Troopers 2022 Tour will begin on Friday, July 8th in Camas, Washington and will
conclude with the Troopers Awards Ceremony at “The Farm” on Sunday, August 14th in
Lebanon, IN.
Some of the information below is tentative. For up to date schedules and ticket details go to:
http://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/see-the-corps
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Attending Performances:
It is wise to purchase your tickets ahead of time. If you want to see the designs and
layout of the performance, select seats that are high and at the 50-yard line. If you
want a more intimate feeling with the music, select a seat closer to the field. We
encourage you to experience both options.
Parents sometimes sit together in a block. Check the Facebook page for who is
attending shows and where they are sitting. If you would like to oversee a Trooper
Block at a show you are attending contact Jen.
Purchase a yellow bandana to tie to belt loop / purse strap for parents to recognize
each other at shows
What to Expect During Tour:
During the tour, your Trooper continues rehearsal blocks. These rehearsals are in the
morning before a show and on non-show days. These days are just as demanding as
rehearsals during Spring Training.
Expect little contact. They are very busy and very tired at the end of the day. Don't
worry if they do not respond to your texts or calls right away.
Be prepared for the home sick, “I'm ready to quit”, “I want to come home, calls.” It
happens to every kid at one point or another. Listen and encourage them to talk to
their section leader or the member experience liaison.
Consumption of alcohol or being under the influence of any illegal substances while
with the program at a rehearsal facility, school campus, in your vehicle, or on tour
will NOT be tolerated and is grounds for immediate dismissal.

Due to the continuing challenges associated with COVID-19, “Trooper Bubble”
protocols may or may not be in place when summer arrives. Be sure to monitor the
corps social media pages and website for any updates that may concern additional
COVID-19 procedures.
Because of the continuing challenges regarding the
pandemic, the following information may or may not apply for 2022..
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Birthdays While On Tour: If your Troopers birthday falls during Spring Training or
while on tour, rest assured they will be recognized. Generally, their name will be
posted on the Food Truck door near the daily schedule and the Corps will sing.
Laundry Days and Supplies:
Because of the shortened season, there are approximately 5 designated days for
laundry. The Troopers are attempting to work with area laundromats to reserve the
space during the corps use. The members are dropped off at laundromats and are
expected to do their laundry.
If your Trooper runs out of supplies, don’t hesitate to ask for help on the 2022
TrooParent Facebook page. Parents are willing to help one another and purchase
supplies your Trooper may need.
Uniforms are washed by parent volunteers. These laundry days are scheduled by
Trooper administration. If you are available to help on the Wash Crew please let the
corps director or uniform manager know once the dates are posted to the
TrooParents Facebook page. Again, all volunteers must be vaccinated against
COVID-19.
Mail Drop:

Your Trooper will appreciate a message from home. Consider sending a card or a
care package! Although a treat is nice, be careful not to send too many sweets. The
Food Crew works hard to serve meals that have high-nutritional value and will sustain
their bodies for their hours of work. Individuals approved by Troopers administration
have volunteered to have packages mailed to their homes or businesses and will
deliver all packages received by the posted deadline to the Troopers. The list will be
posted on the Troopers web page once designated locations are determined.
If you mail any packages, please watch for the Mail-Drop List to avoid mailing
packages after the corps has left. Any late packages will not be delivered to your
Trooper.
DO NOT send mail to any housing site.
Parades:
Periodically, the corps will march in a parade. This information is posted on
Facebook as opportunities are scheduled.
Troopers Alumni:
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Troopers Alumni make up The Long Blue Line and are an important part of The
Troopers organization. The current Troopers love to hear their stories of how things
were “back in the day”. Alumni often plan gatherings at regional performances and
during finals week in which they invite parents. We will share this information on the
Trooparents Facebook page. They also plan special meals to feed our Troopers at
several stops during the tour and will be performing with The Troopers during
Casper Week.
One of the big fundraisers for the Alumni is the “On the Road Again” campaign. The
Alumni purchase a yearly commemorative coin and are partnered up with a current
member. They are encouraged to contact their members and become a cheerleader
of sorts throughout the season.

18
PARENT MANUAL Version 2022-A

Revision date 01/19/2022

Chapter 7: Volunteering
We HIGHLY recommend volunteering. While you are probably not going to see
much of your Trooper, you will get to experience, first hand, the hard work and
dedication it takes to be a Trooper. There are many opportunities to get involved,
whether it be for a few days or a few weeks, the Troopers would love to have you!!
Volunteers are truly the backbone of the Trooper organization. Anyone who has
traveled with the corps will tell you it is a highly rewarding experience.
The Troopers need your help for the 2022 Tour. Please look over your summer
schedules and see when you can volunteer. Your help is needed and appreciated. If
you plan to volunteer this season, please be aware that you will have to follow our
COVID-19 Protocol and will be required to follow our health and safety guidelines. In
addition, a background check and online training courses ARE REQUIRED.
Please complete the volunteer form on the Troopers web page. Once it is submitted
our volunteer coordinator will be in contact with you about specific dates. Register
to volunteer at the following link: https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/volunteer
Volunteer Roles:
Spring Training: Cook Crew, Airport Runners, and Uniforms Crew
During Summer Tour: Cook Crew, Uniform Crew, Wash Crews, and Drivers
Parents traveling with the corps will need to pack your belongings, including a
sleeping bag with an air mattress or sleeping pad.
Volunteers sleep on the floor. Remember to bring your towel and shower shoes!
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Chapter 8:

Finals Week

Rehearsals:
“The Farm” is open to visitors during finals week. However, please be aware that this policy
may be subject to change depending on the status of the COVID-19 pandemic at that time.
Again, monitor social media pages and our website for any updates.
Inspiration Wall:
The Troopers will end the tour at “The Farm” for their final rehearsal days to prepare for
finals. On a day before their final performances, the volunteers will hang up posters and
pictures sent by friends and family. These items will be hung on a wall inside the eating
shelter. This is the “Inspiration Wall.” The intention is to remind our Troopers of how far they
have come and how we all support them.
If you would like to contribute to the “Inspiration Wall,” there will be postings toward the
end of the summer with instructions on where to send your poster. It isn’t necessary to spend
money on these posters. Homemade posters are the best.
To get ideas of what to make, check out this Facebook link:
https://www.facebook.com/tinarude/videos/10215253031572184/
If you are making your own poster, please send it to (Look under Mail Drops for dates)
Boone County 4H Fairgrounds
ATTN: Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps – Inspiration Wall
1300 E 100 S.
Lebanon, IN 46052
If you decide to use Walgreens to create your poster you can choose the store in Lebanon,
IN. They will print for us, saving you shipping cost! Volunteers will be picking up posters from
this location. All orders processed through Walgreens in Lebanon MUST BE PAID FOR AT
THE TIME THE ORDER IS PLACED. In the past you would be charged once the poster was
printed but the volume became too much and there were a few problems.
Walgreens
1130 N Lebanon St
Lebanon, IN 46052
765-482-3240
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Keep in mind the Vets know and look forward to the Inspiration Wall. Rookies will be totally
surprised! If you want to keep your poster, remind your child to take it down AFTER they
perform for the final time. Any posters left will be thrown away during the clean out of our
final housing site.

Accommodations:
This year we were unable to find a suitable location in which to block a number of
rooms but we have compiled a list of hotels near the stadium. You are free to find
areas outside of downtown. Carmel, IN is the area we’ve stayed in the past.
●

JW Marriott - 10 S West St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 860-5800

●

Hyatt Regency Downtown - 1 S Capitol Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 632-1234

●

Embassy Suites - 110 W Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 236-1800

●

Courtyard - 601 W Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 822-9029

●

Holiday Inn Express - 410 S Missouri St, Indianapolis, IN 46225 - (317) 822-6400

●

Hilton Garden inn - 10 E Market St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 955-9700

●

Homewood Suites - 211 S Meridian St, Indianapolis, IN 46225 - (317) 636-7992

●

Residence Inn - 350 West New York Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202 - (317) 822-0840

●

Staybridge suites downtown - 535 S West St, Indianapolis, IN 46225 - (317) 536-7500

●

Spring Hill Suites - 601 W Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46204 - (317) 972-7293

You might also consider various AirBNB locations as well.
Event Tickets:
Please visit www.dci.org for complete details concerning ticket information at all
events happening this summer.
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Chapter 9: Banquet and Departure
The Troopers Finals Awards Banquet is held at “The Farm”, the Boone County 4-H
Fairgrounds on Sunday, August 15 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
*NOTE: Depending on the status of the COVID-19 pandemic, the public awards
banquet could be subject to cancellation. However, at this time, it is our intent to
move forward. When available, details concerning the annual awards banquet will
be made available on our camp and event page at TroopersDrumCorps.org/camps
Before the banquet, everyone will pack their bags and clean up “The Farm”. As
soon as the banquet is over, those flying out will load on to the buses and head to
the airport. Troopers are to get flights that depart after 5:00 PM ET. Those who are
driving home with family will depart at 1:00 PM ET.
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Chapter 10:

Who’s Who and Who to Contact

The Troopers administrative staff is here, first and foremost, to serve the members of
the Troopers. Their roles are varied but their goal is the same: To provide an
educational and life experience that Troopers will remember for the rest of their
lives.
Key Trooper Personnel:
Troopers Board of Directors | board@troopersdrumcorps.org
Michael Ottoes- Executive Director | m.ottoes@troopersdrumcorps.org
Michael Gough- Corps Director | director@troopersdrumcorps.org
Michael England- Assistant Director | m.england@troopersdrumcorps.org
TBA- Member Experience Liaison(s)

| advocate@troopersdrumcorps.org

Jim Olea- Health Team Coordinator | medical@troopersdrumcorps.org
Karen Nichols - Lead Nurse | k.nichols@troopersdrumcorps.org
Sue Masterson- Development Director | development@troopersdrumcorps.org
Hollie Jo Carr Burton- Facilities Coordinator | office@troopersdrumcorps.org
Jen Kowalski – Parent Liaison | ladywyzyrd@yahoo.com
Dana Goelz – Culinary Director | food@troopersdrumcorps.org
Tina Boyd- Uniform Manager | tinaboyd0215@gmail.com
Amy Roberts-Marketing Director | a.robert@troopersdrumcorps.org
Kari Gilbert - Member Affairs | k.gilbert@troopersdrumcorps.org
Hailey Davis - Volunteer Coordinator | volunteer@troopersdrumcorps.org

More information about the administration, tour team, and health and wellness team
can be found at: https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/meet-the-staff
Troopers Main Office Address:
Troopers Drum and Bugle Corps
1801 East E Street
Casper, WY 82601
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Troopers Main Office Phone Number:
1.307.472.2141

In Case of Emergency
Most Troopers have cell phones, and the best times to contact them are during
dinner and after shows, although they may also find time throughout the day to
return calls/messages. If there is an URGENT need to contact a Trooper who is not
responding to personal communications, parents may call our administrative staff,
but please use this contact information ONLY in case of an emergency:
Michael Gough, Corps Director 307-337-8010
Michael England, Assistant Director (587) 596-1882
Troopers Office, Casper, WY 307-472-2141
Troopers Educational Team:
The instructors teaching our Troopers come with experience and expertise. Click on
this link to find out more about this incredible team:
https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/instructional-team
Staff Training & Certification Process:
Find out what kind of process our staff is required to go through in order for them to
be a part of our team at www.TroopersDrumCorps.org/staffportal or
www.TroopersDrumCorps.org/summervolunteer.
Troopers Member Leaders:
These are key people who can support your Trooper throughout the summer.
Encourage your Trooper to get to know these individuals. Parents are not to contact
these member leaders with any concerns as per Troopers policy. Parents address all
concerns with Troopers Administration or with the Member Advocate.
Drum Major - Aaron O’Bar
Conductors - Carson Johnson, Bryan Paat
Horn Sergeant - Brett Siebert
Trumpet section leader - Joshua Mintz
Mello section leader - Gabriel Taylor
Bari/Euph section leader - Daniel Schnebly
Tuba section leader - Nathaniel White
Color Guard Commander - TBA
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Percussion Section Leaders - TBA
2022 TrooParent Facebook:
This Facebook page is a private page open to only parents or guardians of current Troopers.
We highly recommend you join the page. This is THE place to get the most accurate and
up-to-date information. It is also the place to share any pictures you take during the season,
ask questions and to connect with other parents or guardians. If there is any emergency
information to be shared, this is where it will be posted. Here is the link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/219682384856536/
Troopers Drum and Bugle Corps Fans Facebook:
This Facebook page has much of the same general information as the parent page but is
open to all family, friends and fans of Troopers. Here is the link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150220771783354/
TroopChat:
Periodically, during camps and Spring Training, there will be a Parent Chat to ask questions
and connect with other parents. The same chatroom is open to anyone (parents, alumni, and
fans) on every show night of the season. People normally start logging on about 30 minutes
before gate time and often stay online until scores are posted.
Instructions on finding this chat room will be posted on the Facebook pages.
Here are other notable links:
Troopers Online Merchandise Store
https://troopstore.org/
Drum Corps International
http://www.dci.org/
The Troopers Vault (Home of Troopers historical videos, photos, audio & drum corps training
videos)
https://www.troopersdrumcorps.org/vault
Complete DCI Schedule
https://www.dci.org/events
Flo-Marching
https://www.flomarching.com/
Jolesch Photography
http://www.bandgroupphotography.com/
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Chapter 11: Social Media
These are the official social media pages of the Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps.

Facebook.com/TroopersDrumCorps

Instagram.com/thecaspertroopers

Youtube.com/TroopersDrumCorps

Twitter.com/CasperTroopers
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Chapter 12: Trooper Acronyms
BIS – “Butt in Seat” is the time given by the administration that your Trooper should
be in his or her bus seat. When visiting with your Trooper, be sure to honor this
expectation.
Wagons Ho! - This means, it’s time to go. Roll out.
Block – Is a group of seats at a stadium. Parents sometimes preorder a block of
tickets in which you pay them for your ticket. By doing this, you get the opportunity
to sit with other Trooper family, alumni, and fans.
EPL – Eat, Pack, Load While on tour this will be posted on the daily schedule. This
is the time after rehearsal and before leaving a housing site heading to a
performance.
Food Truck – Is the truck where all meals are prepared and served.
Free Days – Are a few scheduled days during tour when the Troopers have several
hours “off”. These dates will be announced throughout the tour. The Troopers enjoy
having down time with one another, going to a restaurant, a movie, and shopping.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, these days will look very different in 2021.
HLD – Troopers live by these words “Honor, Loyalty, Dedication.”
On the Line – The time the corps is on the line, ready to perform.
Rehearsal Block – Typically a 4-hour block of time in which the Troopers rehearse
The Farm – Boone County 4-H Fairgrounds in Lebanon, IN. The site the Troopers
return to at the end of tour. The address is 1300 East 100 South Lebanon, IN 46052
Vet – Troopers or parents who have been with Troopers for more than one year
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Chapter 13:

Suggestions from Parents of
Trooper Veterans

● Have your new Trooper ask for, and act on all advice offered from vets! They
should ask what to pack, attitude, water intake, etc.
● Pack light!
● When packing laundry supplies, use a plastic pencil box to hold a Ziploc with
6 or so pods, dryer sheets, and $30 worth of quarters. You can also use
washer/dryer sheets and put a few in a Ziploc bag with $4 in quarters. You can
make 5 Ziploc baggies for the season.
● Good shoes and physical therapy tape make for a smoother season.
● Pack extra underwear and socks. They are more important than a clean t-shirt
each day.
● Take lots of sunscreen AND sunglasses!
● Buy good shoes. Asics seem to be a popular brand.
● Must have good shoes WITH good support inserts! Spenco Polysorb Cross
Trainer Insoles are recommended.
● They are a Trooper. They stay with the group on tour. No hotel with the family
or dinner at a restaurant with the parents, unless they are on rare free time.
We can do this September through April.
● When you get the homesick phone call, tell them they can do this and
encourage them to talk with their section leader.
● No news is good news, especially during spring training.
● Expect limited cell phone calls and communication during Spring Training as
the kids’ time is really limited.
● Be respectful of boundaries set by Troopers administration. All boundaries are
set for the safety of your Trooper and productiveness of the show.
● Your Trooper is tougher than you think. They CAN survive without you.
● Do not be reactive to texts or phone calls you receive from your marching
member - as tempting as it might be to do so - ALWAYS confirm with the
Troopers Office before panicking. Do not rely on other section parents for
accurate and/or up-to-date information.
● If your Trooper contacts you with a problem, encourage them to go to their
member advocate first. Section leader, administration, or parent volunteers
are also available to help.
● Follow and access TrooParents Facebook frequently.
● Positivity at all times! Support your Trooper, the staff, and the organization.
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● As pictures of your Trooper come across the Facebook newsfeed, right click
on them and save them to a folder on your computer. When it's time to make
the Inspiration Wall posters, it's so much easier to have the pictures all in one
place and your son or daughter will have a great time looking through them
when they return from tour.
● Mail drops! Send goodies but remember to send small stuff. There is limited
space on the bus and in their suitcases. Even if it is only a card, send
something to each mail drop. If a friend is going to a show and asks if they can
take something to your Trooper, a Gatorade, a box of snacks and a few dollars
goes a long way.
● Soaking the yellow sweat stained socks and t-shirts in BIZ gets them white
again.
● Smile.amazon.com is your friend. First, with Prime you can get things to your
Trooper rapidly. Whether it is snacks for their section or new t-shirts/socks,
delivery is cheap and quick. Finally, set Troopers as your donation recipient
and you will be supporting our Corps.
● When the packing list says bring a jacket or a hoodie, DON'T ignore that. This
is especially important for the Texas (and maybe Florida) Troopers. The temps
do not account for wind or rain, and it doesn't matter if you're hot-natured.
You WILL need a hoodie.
● Pack more sunscreen & bug spray than you think is humanly possible to use.
● Have a jacket for inside Lucas Oil. Cause I always freeze!
● Spring Training in June can also get a bit chilly. Members should have a good
jacket for those cold evening rehearsals, especially if we are in Wyoming.

29
PARENT MANUAL Version 2022-A

Revision date 01/19/2022

Chapter 14:

Final Thoughts

JD FUNCORPS is an age-out from a World Class Drum Corps. He’s put together
some funny but very insightful videos on Drum Corps life. Here are a few that hit on
topics parents need to know about. He’s got plenty more on YouTube that you’ll
probably find laugh out loud funny!
What to pack:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1Arr03Kwag
(Some items may vary. Members should also consult with their caption staff if they
are unsure of specific items.)
Bus Box:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdAVFC43CeA

Laundry Days:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfV8Vn8M0O4

Hitting The Wall: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mIcWqbR1Frs
Rookie Year:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSsxeNDeEqs

Post Tour Depression: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Klu842JWt9c
And finally … as your Trooper leaves for Spring Training, know that they have chosen
to participate in something special. This is their dream and they obviously have a
gift. They are about to embark on an adventure of a lifetime, and as parents it is hard
to send your Trooper off with so many questions and concerns. They are in one of
the best places with some of the best teachers in the country, with an organization
that has been doing this for more than six decades.
If you have any questions, PLEASE ASK! You can contact Corps Director, Mike
Gough at director@troopersdrumcorps.org or if you need an immediate response,
feel free to text or call at 307-337-8010. During the non-touring part of the year,
please call or text during business hours 8:00am MT - 5:00pm MT.
If you are unable to reach the Corps Director, you can also check with Jen.
PHONE – (210) 722-0008
EMAIL – ladywyzyrd@yahoo.com
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